Water Baptism

"Repent and be baptized." Acts 2:38

(Duplication encouraged. An open Bible should accompany your study of this
topic. Study each verse given in order to answer each question correctly. Print
this document out and pencil in the answers in the blanks provided. It may be
best to cut and paste it to your word processing software and then print it out.
Your life in Christ will be enriched forever as you embrace and put into practice
His Word.)

Perhaps loving obedience and gratitude to the Lord should be the foundational
motives for the believer being water baptized. When a person genuinely repents
of his sins and receives Jesus Christ, He is then under the command of a new
Master. He is no longer a member of Satan's kingdom, but rather has been
delivered from the power of darkness and translated into God's kingdom of light
(Colossians 1:13). His past sins have been completely washed away by the blood
of Christ, and God has called him by name to serve Him in sincerity and in truth
(Romans 3:25; 1 Cor. 5:7-8).

Jesus commands all of His disciples to be baptized in water. In demonstration of
our love for Him, every believer should obey and follow the LORD in water
baptism. He says, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." (John 14:15)

1. As seen in Scripture, what does the actual act of being water baptized consist of
- in the literal sense? Acts 8:38 Please check one of the following.

splashing with water
sprinkling with water as an infant
fully submerging the body under water

Notice that Philip and the eunuch "went down both into the water." (Acts
8:38). The English word "baptize" comes from the Greek word BAPTIZO which
means to dip, submerge; to make whelmed, fully wet. Baptism is a burial.

2. Read 1 Peter 3:21 closely. Note here that water baptism does not cleanse one
from the "filth of the flesh (sin)". Trust in that which baptism is a "figure"
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of, does cleanse from sin and save the soul. The word "figure" is the key to
understanding this verse. Read it again. Being dipped in water does not save the
soul. What saves the soul is faith in what water baptism is figurative or symbolic
of - the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Water baptism merely
answers to the already blood-washed conscience of the Believer. It is anoutward
testimony of the inward work of God in making the repentant person completely
new from the inside out (2 Cor. 5:17-18).

Sinfulness is what is to be put away so that the believer can spring forth into the
fullness of Christ's resurrection life. Baptism in water is the figure of this process.
Water baptism is symbolic of death to the sinful nature and resurrection into a
life lived in the nature of Jesus and out of God's abundant grace which fills the
believer's heart.

3. Did Jesus submit Himself to the ordinance of water baptism? Matthew 3:13-16
YES

NO

Water baptism was instituted and practiced by the Son of God.

4. How old was Jesus when He was baptized? Luke 3:21-23

Notice here that Jesus was a full grown adult when water baptized. Only those
who are of age to understand and partake of the salvation of God are candidates
for water baptism. Infant baptism or sprinkling is unscriptural.

5. Did Jesus' disciples practice water baptism in their ministry? John 4:1, 2
YES

NO
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Jesus' disciples and the early Church believers administered the ordinance of
water baptism. His disciples today are commanded to do the same.

6. Jesus sent His disciples forth to "teach all nations". What else did He
command them to do? Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16

7. In what names did Jesus command His disciples to baptize? Matthew 28:19

Jesus authorized baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. When
scripture speaks of baptism in Jesus' name, it is referring to baptism by His
authority.

8. What were the three fundamental New Testament experiences preached and
practiced by the early Church? Acts 2:38

A.




Water Baptism
9. Has God changed since Acts 2:38? Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8
YES

NO

Note that God, by the mouth of Peter, commanded the new believers to "Repent
and be baptized every one of you." Acts 2:38

10. What experience did the three thousand new converts partake of when they
received the Word of God that Peter preached? Acts 2:41

As was clearly understood by the early followers of Jesus, the first step in
discipling a new convert is to baptize him in water. This is the Lord's first
commandment to new believers. God seals the faith of the new convert at the
time of water baptism. The new believer makes a statement of trust toward God
in his water baptism experience and is confirmed in the faith by the Holy Spirit
through this New Testament practice.

11. After Philip preached the Gospel, what did the believers at Samaria do to
openly declare their faith in Jesus? Acts 8:12
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12. After Philip preached Jesus, what was the Ethiopian eunuch's immediate
question? Acts 8:35, 36

The Ethiopian eunuch had obviously made a heart-felt decision to believe on
Jesus. He instantly desired to be baptized in water to exhibit his new found faith.

13. What did Philip tell the eunuch that he must do before he could be water
baptized? Acts 8:37

The Bible only authorizes water baptism after the born again experience. Philip
told the eunuch that the prerequisite for water baptism is to be born into the
kingdom of God by personally receiving Jesus Christ. Here is another proof that
the early Church disciples only baptized those who had already received Jesus.

God set forth as a pattern in the first century Church, believers who were zealous
to baptize new converts in water. This solidifies the new converts' faith in Jesus.
Water baptism is the first command given to the new believer, and is therefore
the responsibility of the members of the Body of Christ to see that every new
believer is baptized.

14. What did the apostle Peter "command" the new Gentile converts to do after
they had believed on Jesus and also received the gift of the Holy Ghost? Acts

10:43-48

v48
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15. What did Paul and Silas do to the Philippian jailor who believed on the Lord
after the jailbreak? Acts 16:25-34

v33

Note that Paul and Silas baptized these new believers without delay and in the
middle of the night. This very act makes two authoritative statements: (1) If at all
possible, disciples should water baptize new converts immediately following their
salvation experience, and (2) The apostles counted water baptism very important,
it was an integral part of the Gospel they preached and administered.

16. When "many" of the Corinthian's "believed", what followed? Acts 18:8

17. As followers of Jesus what are we baptized into? Romans 6:3

To the believer the water grave signifies that the time of living after the sinful
nature of the flesh is over. This burial represents death to the nature of sin and
resurrection into the life of God. Jesus Himself was baptized to signify His own
death, burial, and resurrection. The follower of Jesus in like manner is to be
baptized, signifying death to the old man and resurrection into the new nature of
God resident within him. Sin lost its power at Calvary, and loses its dominion
over the believer when he identifies with Christ in water baptism. In water
baptism, the believer identifies with Jesus. All true disciples are crucified with
Christ and water baptism is the marked beginning of this state of existence - Gal.
2:20, 5:24; Rom. 6:11. It is his announcement to deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow Jesus.
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18. What is the believer to "walk in" after God raises him from the dead? Romans
6:4

Beloved, God has called you to "walk in newness of life". The believer must be
"dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord,"
Romans 6:11. Water baptism is so very important because it introduces the new
believer into the life to which God has called him - a life of death and
resurrection. The old person and his deeds are dead. "For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God." Colossians 3:3 The disciple is to live separate from
sin. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God." 2 Corinthians 5 :
17,18

19. What are two reasons that we are to be "crucified" with Jesus? Romans 6:6

A.

Water baptism is a public announcement of your decrease and His increase - Jn
3:30. God can only raise up those things that are dead. To resurrect is to raise to
life again - to cause something or someone once alive to live again. One must die
to the things of this world to live in the resurrected life of Jesus. This is a must if
one will be His disciple - John 12:24-26. To live in the resurrection life of God one
must be dead to the sins of the flesh. The definition of being "dead" to sin, is
living life as if sin didn't even exist in the sense that one is separate from it - you
do not partake of it, spirit, soul, or body. Water baptism is the beginning of the
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life lived after the Spirit instead of after the flesh. It's a heartfelt broadcast to the
Lord, the world, and the devil that you are now going to be true to the Most High
God by living in holy conformity to the Lord Jesus Christ. At the moment of
baptism God imparts a sufficient measure of grace to enable the believer to walk
out his new life in Christ.

20. Why do you personally believe that baptism in water is so important in God's
eyes?

God has saved you and has set you apart to live after His nature that He has
imparted to you - Rom. 6, 8. You are a new creature in Christ Jesus and God
requires that you make this known - Matthew 10:32, 33. Jesus was fearless and
unashamed when He came to the earth to do His Father's will and die for the sins
of the world. He requires that His disciples be bold and unashamed in testifying
of His work of redemption. Water baptism should be the first act of obedience
rendered by the disciple of Jesus.

21. What does Jesus do for all who "confess" Him before men? Matthew 10:32

22. What does Jesus do to all those who deny Him before men? Matthew 10:33

Water baptism is an open declaration of one's identification with and faith in
Jesus. Water baptism is generally the new believer's first act of confession before
men. It should follow the personal testimony of the believer about to be baptized.
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The new convert should be given time to give account of his born again
experience and God's work presently in progress in his life.

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET BEEN WATER BAPTIZED, OBEY THE LORD BY
ARRANGING A TIME AND PLACE TO PUBLICLY TESTIFY OF YOUR NEW
LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST BY BEING BAPTIZED.

ASSIGNMENT: In 250 words or more elaborate on the command of Jesus
concerning water baptism. Also, state the divine purpose for this ordinance, and
the identification aspect of it. Let God's written Word be the basis for what you
say, and list the scripture references. Begin in prayer and deep Biblical
meditation. Write your essay neatly, with clarity, and in on organized manner.

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION: Matthew 28:19

It will be very advantageous for you to cross reference all of the Scriptures in this
study. For example, pencil in each topically similar verse into the margin next to
the corresponding verses on this same subject. Write out these verses with
references on index cards - make it a priority to carry and post them where you
will study and meditate upon them. These two measures will build in you a
wealth of truth on this vital topic. This will help you to retain and become
resourceful in the things of God - ready to be used of Him (1 Peter 3:15). Capture
the knowledge that you have learned, don't let it get away from you. Capitalize on
your efforts. This is preparation in earnest (2 Timothy 2:15).



